Child Safeguarding Risk Assessment of Ballyleague N.S.

In accordance with section 11 of the Children First Act 2015 and with the requirement of Chapter 8 of the Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools 2017, the following is the Written Risk Assessment of Ballyleague N.S. 

The school has identified areas of potential risk of harm to pupils in the school environment.  The table below lists those potential risks and the procedures and / or policies in place for managing those risks.
	
	List of school activities


	Risk Level
	The School has identified the following Risk of Harm
	The school has the following procedures in place to address the risks of harm identified in this assessment

	1
	Training of School Personnel in Child Protection Procedures


	High
	Harm not recognised or reported promptly
	Child Safeguarding Statement and DES procedures made available to all staff.  DLP and DDLP to attend PDST face to face training.

BOM retains all records of staff and Board training.

Visiting staff and part-time teachers to comply with garda vetting and to be familiar with Child Safeguarding Statement


	2
	Recruitment of New Staff
External Guest Speakers

Sports Coaches

	High
	Harm not recognised or reported promptly
	Child Safeguarding Statement and DES Procedures will be made available to all staff.
Vetting Procedures

Supervision Policy



	3
	One to One Teaching


	Med
	Harm by school personnel
	School will have glass panels in doors of all classrooms where one to one teaching takes place.


	4
	Classroom Teaching 


	Low
	Harm by school personnel or other pupils
	Child Safeguarding Statement and DES Procedures will be made available to all staff.

Supervision Policy



	5
	Curricular Provision of SPHE RSE Stay Safe
	Med
	Non-teaching of same
	School will implement SPHE Policy RSE Stay Safe in full.

	6
	Care of Children with Special Needs including Intimate Care Needs
	High
	Harm by school personnel
	School has Intimate Care Needs Policy.

RSE and SPHE can be differentiated as appropriate.


	7
	Managing Challenging Behaviour Amongst Pupils and Separation 
	High
	Injury to pupils and staff
	Code of Behaviour Policy 

Anti-Bullying Policy

Health and Safety 
Supervision Policy


	8
	LGBT Children/Pupils perceived to be LGBT
	Low
	Bullying
	Anti-Bullying Policy

Code of Behaviour Policy



	9
	Use of Information and Communication Technology by Pupils in School
	Med
	Bullying & accessing inappropriate material
	Acceptable Use  I.C.T Policy 

Code of Behaviour Policy
Anti-Bullying Policy 
Content Filtering administered by PDST


	10
	Use of ICT to record school events


	Med
	Inappropriate use of this material
	Acceptable Use  I.C.T Policy 

Code of Behaviour Policy
Anti-Bullying Policy 
Consent given by Parents/Guardians at Enrolment

	11
	Use of external personnel/coaches to supplement curriculum
Volunteers/Parents
	Med
	Harm to pupils
	Supervision Policy

Code of Behaviour Policy
Anti-Bullying Policy
Health & Safety Policy
Evidence of Garda Vetting

	12
	Students on Work Experience 
	Low
	Harm to pupils
	Work Experience Policy

All students over age of 16 to be garda vetted

Safeguarding Statement

	13
	Student Teachers on Placement
	Low
	Harm to pupils
	Work Experience Policy

Safeguarding Statement

	14
	Outdoor Teaching Activities
	Low
	Harm by school personnel or other pupils
	Supervision Policy

Safeguarding Statement 

Anti-Bullying Policy

Code of Behaviour Policy

	15
	School Tours/ Educational Outings/ Sporting Activities/
Swimming Lessons
	High
	Harm by school personnel or other pupils or others
	Supervision Policy

Code of Behaviour Policy
Anti-Bullying Policy
Intimate Care Policy

	16
	Recreation breaks for pupils

Play Areas / Play-Times During School Day
	Low
	Harm by school personnel or other pupils
	Code of Behaviour Policy

Anti-Bullying Policy

Supervision Policy

	17
	Toilet Breaks/Intimate Care Needs


	Med
	Harm by school personnel or other pupils
	Supervision Policy

Intimate Care & Toileting Needs Policy
Safeguarding Policy

	18
	Administration of Medicine 

Administration of First Aid


	High
	Harm by school personnel
	Administration of Medication Policy
Supervision Policy

	19
	Daily arrival and dismissal of pupils
	Low
	Harm to pupils
	Supervision Policy

	20
	Fundraising events involving pupils
	Low
	Harm by school personnel or other pupils
	Supervision Policy

Safeguarding Statement


	Important Note:  It should be noted that risk in the context of this risk assessment is the risk of  “harm” as defined in the Children First Act 2015 and not general health and safety risk.  The definition  of harm is set out in Chapter 4 of the Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post- Primary  Schools 2017


In undertaking this risk assessment, the board of management has endeavoured to identify as far as possible the risks of harm that are relevant to this school and to ensure that adequate procedures are in place to manage all risks identified.  While it is not possible to foresee and remove all risk of harm, the school has in place, the procedures listed in this risk assessment to manage and reduce risk to the greatest possible extent.

This risk assessment has been completed by the Board of Management on_________.  It shall be reviewed as part of the school’s annual review of its Child Safeguarding Statement.

